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1. SUMMARY. ACTING FONMIN MICHELIN SUMMONED ADCM (CHARGE 
HOME ILL) TO MINISTRY NOV 25 TO EXPRESS GOU CONCERN 

OVER PENDING VISIT OF FORMER SENATOR WILSON FERREIRA TO 
THE U.S. WHILE MAKING CLEAR THAT GOU WELL AWARE OF LIMITS 
AS TO WHAT DEPARTMENT COULD DO, MICHELIN EXPRESSED GOU 
DESIRE THAT FERREIRA NOT BE RECEIVED BY PRESIDENT OR OTHER 
HIGH LEVEL OFFICIALS OF EXECUTIVE BRANCH AND THAT USG 
BE AWARE OF ABSURDITY OF CHARGES ALREADY MADE BY FERREIRA, 
CHARGES LIKELY TO BE REPEATED IN U.S. GOU OBVIOUSLY MOST 
CONCERNED ABOUT POSSIBLE CONGRESSIONAL RECEPTIVITY TO 
WHATVER FERREIRA MIGHT SAY. 

2. ACTING FONMIN MICHELIN CALLED ADCM TO MINISTRY 
MORNING NOV 25 TO DISCUSS "ON FRIENDLY, INFORMAL BASIS" 
FORMER SENATOR WILSON FERREIRA ALDUNATE. MICHELIN GAVE 
ADCM COPY OF A UPI STORY FROM CARACAS (FULL TEXT IN REFTEL) 
AND EXPRESSED CONCERN NOT ONLY OVER THHE POSSIBLE IMPACT 
OF THAT STORY BUT ALSO THAT FERREIRA, WHO BELIVED TO BE 

EN ROUTE TO U.S., WILL REPAT SIMILAR DEFAMATORY STATEMENTS 
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AGAINST GOU IN THE U.S. THE ACTING MINISTER SAID HIS 
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GOVERNMENT REALIZED THAT THE USG COULD NOT CONTROL OR MUZZLE 
FERREIRA BUT THE GOU HOPED THAT FERREIRA’S OBVIOUSLY 
FALSE STATEMENTS WOULD BE RECOGNIZED FOR WHAT THEY ARE IN 
THE U.S. IF NOT, BOTH THE GOU AND THE USG COULD BE HURT. 

FOR EXAMPLE, FERREIRA'S COMMENTS ABOUT "INTERESES FORANEOS" 
CONTROLLING URUGUAY'S ARMED FORCES (SEE REFTEL WOULD, IN 
ALL LIKELIHOOD, BE TAKEN AS SUGGESTING CIA OR OTHER U.S. 

INTERVENTION. 

3. MICHELIN ALSO GAVE ADCM COPY OF ANOTHER CARACAS-DATELINED 
UPI STORY PUBLISHED IN LA RAZON IN ARGENTINA ON NOV 23. 

IN IT, FERREIRA HAD STATED THAT,". ...THE (BORDABERRY) REGIME 
MAINTAINS ITSELF ONLY BE MEANS OF HELP FROM THE UNITED 
STATES." MICHELIN SAID THIS, TOO, WAS DAMAGING TO BOTH 
GOVERNMENTS. "THE UNITED STATES HAS BEEN HELPFUL THROUGH 
THE YEARS BUT OUR RELATIONSHIP HAS NEVER BEEN ONE OF DEPENDENCE," 

HE ADDED. 

4. REFERRING TO THE REPORT THAT FERREIRA WOULD BE RECEIVED 
BY THE PRESIDENT OF VENEZUELA, MICHELIN SAID HE HAD 
CALLED IN THE VENEZUELAN AMBASSADOR THE PREVIOUS DAY TO 
EXPRESS HIS SURPRISE AND DISMAY THAT THE GOV IMI GOV WOULD SO 
RECOGNIZE A FORMER POLITICIAN OPENLY DEFAMING A FRIENDLY 
GOVERNMENT. HE HOPED THAT FERREIRA WOULD NOT BE SO RE- 
CEIVED IN THE U.S. THE ADCM REPLIED THAT THE MINISTER'S 

WISHES WOULD BE MADE KNOWN TO THE DEPARTMENT. HOWEVER, HE ADDED, 
THE EXECUTIVE COULD NOT PREVENT FERREIRA FROM BEING RE- 
CEIVED BY MEMBERS OF CONGRESS, THE MEDIA AND OTHERS OUTSIDE 
THE GOVERNMENT. MICHELIN SAID HE WAS WELL AWARE OF THIS. 

HE ADDED THAT HIS INFORMATION INDICATED THAT FERREIRA HAD 
BEEN INVITED TO MEET WITH SENATOR KENNEDY. AT LEAST. 

5. SUMMARIZING, MICHELIN CLOSED BY SAYING THAT THE GOU 
REALLY WANTED THE DEPARTMENT TO KNOW HOW ABSURD MOST OF 
FERREIRA'S CHARGES WERE AND TO ENSURE, IF POSSIBLE, THAT 
WILSON FERREIRA NOT BE RECEIVED BY THE PRESIDENT OR OTHER 

TOP FIGURES IN THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH. WITH RESPECT TO ABSURD CHARGES, 
(MADE BY FERREIRA IN CARACAS), HE MENTIONED SPECIFICALLY: 1) 

THE EXISTENCE OF 

6000-8000 POLITICAL PRISONERS; 2) THE PASSING OF 40,000 
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PEOPLE THROUGH REPRESSION CENTERS; 3) THE USE OF GOVERNMENT 
BORROWING ONLY TO FINANCE POLICE SALARIES; AND 4) URUGUAY'S 
BEING OCCUPIED BY ARMED FORCES AT THE SERVICE OF FOREIGN 
INTERESTS. 

6. DURING THE CONVERSATION THE ACTING MINISTER ALSO 
STATED THAT FERREIRA'S URUGUAYAN PASSPORT HAD BEEN REVOKED 
AND THAT THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT HAD BEEN SO INFORMED. 
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MICHELIN ASKED IF THE EMBASSY KNEW THAT FERREIRA HAD 
RECEIVED A U.S. VISA. OLSON REPLIED THAT THE EMBASSY HAD 
BEEN AWARE THAT FERREIRA WAS CONSIDERING A TRIP AND THAT 
THERE WAS NO LEGAL IMPEEIMENT TO HIS RECEIVING A VISA SO 
THE ASSUMTION WAS THAT HE HAD BEEN ISSUED A VISA. 

MICHELIN REMARKED THAT HE REALIZED THAT FERREIRA HAD BEEN 
ELIGIBLE FOR A VISA AND MADE NO CRITICISM. DIRECT OR 
IMPLIED. ON THE VISA ISSUE. 

7. COMMENT: MICHELIN WAS FRIENDLY AND LOW-KEY BECAUSE 
THAT IS HIS NATURE. NEVERTHELESS, IT WAS CLEAR THT THE 
GOU IS CONCERNED ABOUT THE DAMAGE POTENTIAL REPRESENTED BY 
FERREIRA S ANTICIPATED ATTACKS ON THE GOU IN THE U.S. 

WHILE GOU HOPES THAT THE DEPARTMENT CAN MAKE THE TRUTH KNOWN 
WITHIN THE EXECUTIVE, IT IS PARTICULARLY WORRIED ABOUT 
CONGRESSIONAL RECEPTIVITY. VEN TO THE MOST ABSURD CHARGES. 
AMBASSADOR PEREZ CALDAS IS BEING SENT INSTRUCTIONS (NOT 
OUTLINED TO ADCM) TO COUNTER STAEMENTS FERREIRA IS EXPECTED 
TO REPEAT IN WASHINGTON. MICHELIN GAVE THE IMPRESSION THAT 
THE GOU IS WELL AWARE OF WHAT THE DEPARTMENT CAN AND CANNOT 
DO WITH RESPECT TO SUCH VISITORS. 

HAAHR 
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